
PhoneLocker Pouch 

As we approach the new school year, we continually seek ways to enhance the learning environment 

and ensure the well-being of our students. In this spirit, we are introducing a new policy that will require 

all students to use PhoneLocker pouches during school hours. This initiative is grounded in our 

commitment to fostering a focused and distraction-free educational setting. We would like to 

outline the rationale behind this decision and the anticipated benefits for our students.  

Rationale for Introducing PhoneLocker Pouches 

1. Minimising Distractions: Mobile phones have become a significant 

source of distraction in classrooms. Despite our best efforts to 

regulate phone usage, the temptation for students to check social 

media, play games, or message during class time is ever-present. By 

using PhoneLocker pouches, we can ensure that students are fully 

engaged in their lessons, leading to improved concentration and 

academic performance. 

2. Promoting Social Interaction: The school environment is not just about academic learning; 

it's also a critical space for social development. Reducing phone usage during school hours 

encourages students to interact more with their peers and build essential social skills. This face-

to-face interaction is vital for developing communication and interpersonal abilities. 

3. Supporting Mental Wellbeing: Excessive mobile phone use has been linked to anxiety, 

depression, and other mental health issues, particularly among young people. By limiting phone 

use during school hours, we aim to reduce these risks and promote a healthier mental state for 

our students. The positive impact on mental wellbeing is a crucial aspect of this policy. 

4. Reducing Screen Time: Excessive screen time has been linked to various health issues, 

including eye strain, poor posture, and disrupted sleep patterns. By limiting phone use during 

the day, we are promoting healthier habits and helping students manage their screen time more 

effectively. 

5. Enhancing Safety and Privacy: Mobile phones can inadvertently compromise the safety and 

privacy of students and staff. From unauthorised photos and videos to cyberbullying, the misuse 

of mobile devices can have serious repercussions. PhoneLocker pouches help mitigate these 

risks by ensuring that phones are only used at appropriate times and for appropriate purposes. 

Our decision aligns with the views expressed by the Minister for Education, Norma Foley T.D. who has 

advocated for the careful management of mobile phone use in schools. The Minister emphasises the 

importance of creating environments where students can focus on their education and develop socially 

without the distractions and potential negative impacts of constant phone use. This endorsement further 

supports our commitment to the well-being and academic success of our students. 

Implementation and Support 

We understand that this new policy may require an adjustment period for both students and parents. To 

support a smooth transition, we will provide clear instructions and demonstrations on how to use the 

PhoneLocker pouches effectively.  

Each student will receive their own PhoneLocker pouch at the beginning of the school year, and we ask 

that you encourage your child to embrace this new policy positively. Your cooperation and support are 

crucial to the success of this initiative, and we believe that together, we can create an environment that 

maximises learning potential and personal growth. 

Thank you for your understanding and continued support. 


